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KMATEUR CARD SHARPERS

—— e ————

CASES SOCIETY DISPOSES OF
WITHOUT SCANDAL.

Methods by Which Unfalr Players Are
. Detected in Clubs and Private Houses
—Experts Whe Are Called In When
Too Much Luck Execites Suspliclon.

Every now and then one hears the echo
of some rumor about some person or
persons suspected of using unfair methods |
at the card table. Sometimes it is noth- |
ing but a question which is asked here and |
there: “Did you ever notice anything |
peculiar about their play?” or else it is, |
®*How is it that Mrs. Hoosit always has
such luck at bridge?”

Sometimes it is a ramark, made in strict
confidence to the effect that it is certainly
peculiar that Mr. and Mrs. O'Trigger
always insist on playing as partners and
that they almost invariably win. Some-
times it is 8. direct accusation that a cer-
tain couple use private eignals; but
there is another side to the matter of which
less {8 heard than of the rumors.

It is well known that the big stores em-
ploy detectives to watch their counters.
1t is a matter of common knowledge that
many hostesees in New York employ
private detectives, who are apparently
guests, {0 guard the intaresta of those
they entertain, as well as their own silver-
ware, whenever thavy give an entertain-
ment which brings together go large a |
number of people that unbidden gnests
might slip in among the rest.

It is not o generally known that the
managing directors of clubs in which
cards are played for high stakes some-
times call in the services of experts in |
advantage playing if they suspect any-
thing wrong in the card room. Many
women in New York who, give bridge
partiee also know where to find men who
are thoroughly informed on every trick
of the card sharper's trade and who can
bha introducad as guests and mix freely
with the others without exciting any
sueplcion that they are there simply for
theé purpose of watching some person
who is under suspicion

There are two inen in particular in New
York who make a business of safeguard-
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committes if he saw anything wrong
anywhere. If he wished to say anything
to his host in private he was to give a
oertain signal and an exouse would be
made for him to leave the card table fur
a time.

After playing at different tables for an
hour or so Mr. Buskirk gave the sign.
Alone with three members of the commit-
tee in another room he rapidly explained
with the assistance of a pack of oards
how. Dr. sFox managed to get the small
hearts at the bottom of the pack and deal
them to himself and suggested that the
same process was probably used in get-
ting the jacks into the skat.

Armed with this explanation the mem-
bers of the committee returned to the
card room and unobtrusively watched
the doctor's dealing, but although they
had just been shown exactly what he did
and the motione had been slowly and
carefully gone through by Mr. Buskirk
they could not seerit when the dootor did
the trick. When they met again in the
committes room later they all agreed
that none of them had seen anything out
of the way and that Mr. Buskirk must
be mistaken.

The next day two of these committee-
men made it a point to sit at .the same
table with the doctor and to play against
him, but although they were morally sure
that they were being cheated and had
been shown just' how it was done they
could not see it even when they were
looking right at it, ' )

As one man's word is as good as an-
other's in such affairs it is-always neces-
sary to have more than one acouser, sa
other members of the olub were taken into
the confidence of thevommittee and finally
one or two were found who had eyes sharp
enough to follow the doctor's movementa.
Accusation, exposure and expulsion from
the club followed. :

“YOUR RESIGNATION HAS BEEN ACCEPTED."

At one of the best known card clubs in
this country they do things with neatness
and despatch and no noise. The same
Mr. Buskirk that exposed Dr. Fox observed

‘-w.é www -w‘ﬁ" :

for his absence the others seem to have
got-an inkling that there was something
wrong and the game broke up.

The suspected man is still a member
of some of the best clubs, in which he
plays bridge regularly, but with absolute
fairness. Probably he learned his lesson,
which is something few society card
sharpers do.

CAUGHT WITH WHISKEY AND MOLASSES,

Some years ago, before bridge had won
0 many players from the poker tables,
there was a prominent business man in
New York who had phenomenal luck in
the draw. Playing against old timers
as he did, they could not help remarking
that he filled out two pairs or made threes
oftener than was good for the rest of the
players, ‘

A member of the party happened to men-
tion the matter to a friend one day and
was advised to call in the services of Mr.
Buskirk, which he did. For some time
Buskirk could not discover what was
wrong, as the man's shufling and deal-
ing was that of 'the ordinary card player,
.and these society sharps seldom resort
<outs or located cards.: :

Upon examining ‘the ' cards ‘after the

me was finished Buskirk found that all
he ‘aces "and Kings were very lightly
scratched on the .cornera of the backs.
8o lightly was the work done that it re-
gtrgd a very delicate, toush to'discover it

d ‘showed 'extraordinary; work for an
amateur advantage player.

' ‘Having studied these marka narefully,
| Buskirk found that they could be seen in a
| certain light if one of the 'marked cards
lpy on'the top of the pgok, as well as felt
with the finger. The. difficulty was to
proveithat the suspected man marked
them or used the marks upon them, but
| the. professional ‘was ‘equal’ to -the de-
! mands of the oocasion. - -

1' Havihg so arranged mattars that a
| new pack of cards should be brought to
| the table at the beginning of the game
| and that several other hew packs should
| be in readiness, Buskirk asked his friend

to anything deeper than faise shuffies or |

that one of the players in this club always | o allow him to.have a glass of whiske;
shuffled the pack himself before spre-,dinalnnd molasses on the table beside him,
it to cut for partners and deal at bridge, | filled so full that it would slop over a
and that he invariably cut an ace or a||ittle if jarred.
deuca which gave him the continual ld-! As spon as Buskirk found the aces and
vantage of the first deal. { kings of the new pack were marked he
Closer attention disclosed that he shuf- | would knock his glass of whiskey and
i fled these small cards within four or five| molasses slightly, just enough to spill

in the clubs and elsewhere. One of them
isa man wel] known in his way of business,
who would never be suspected of knowing
as much as he does of the card sharper's
tricks. About the last thing that any one
would suspect oni meeting him at a club
or in a private house would be that he
was there for the purpose of ferreting
outa card sharpgr from among the guesta. | his left hand adversary 's cards and mark-
The othe; r:nn is a profesniona; tﬂl;‘lh"‘:dr' |ing the ace of hearts with his thumb nail,
8. [ b r:owahpopeu;n:ce‘:n p‘:’ 8h€d | g0 that he knew to whom he dealt it every
xfmﬁde‘: i (alaen;a:n: b PTe- | time it was his dealy. were also noted as

' his advantages.
Many of the men and women who are | -
in the habit of practising some little ad- | The eorelary O'dth" club, who is a
vantage at the card table. confidently | man of dfmuo'; :'" ;“";‘F’k- “:,k:d only
imagining that no one ever suspeots [l QLR Gl Dbl e & LED Y OUk
thergn. haf'e been marked down h;eone I willing to go before L.hc board of directors
or other of these two men and are on the | aAnd say to this man's face that you saw

Bladk)fat ‘of ‘fnore than one hostess and | him do these things?" The answer being
clib Banager |affirmative other members were taken

No one accuses them; no |
one says anything to them. Those inl'm’o confldence. They watc.hed. They
the know avoid them; that is all. | were asked the same question by the

If any of these amateur sharpers who secretary and they answered that they

3 ; | were willing.
bave been working their tricks SUCCESE- |~ The board of governors held a meeting

fully and without apparent discovery have | .
remarked that they are not invited to‘:::p:é:gw:‘::;f;:: :.::.nr:xtotlur:: t::
houses they were once welcome to or | rang the bell that his resignation had
that certain people seem to avoid cutting | been accepted and to report what he had

into the same table with them at bridge | v inacle

parties where the play is for stakes it is | . Thz onlyr;e'p.B' Ra mads Was to lcoltthe
mb::nn.:dro::rlze;ha;’:::yt:ave ::": !steward in the eve for the fraotion of a
spected it and that their methzu h:: | secand and then to surn and walk down
; ios © the steps. This man held a Colenel's
been carefully noted in writing for future | rank in the army, had been on the Gov-
r:l::"nm.for'rt};:i:ein‘;: m:ir;nango ‘:(;'lm.n %ernor's staff and was a well to do manu-
pay LIS s L facturer, but cheating at cards was in his

acquaintances but keep it to themselves, | blood
not even a smile betraying the fact that | coo
::.&::l: EAFIS Of the aharper 18 no aoret ! that met in one of the uptown hotels every
: ’ ) | Monday night in which the stakes were
GENTLE HINTS. high enough for a winning or losing of

Upon occasion df course the temptation | $2,000 or $3,000 not to be unusual. One
is too much for the man who sees himself | of the members of this set, which was
being rooked in the most clumsy manner | made up of rich men and their frieics,
by some person whom he has been warned K was too consistent u winner to agree with
against. Not long ago such a man, who | the conception of probabilities entertained
may be called Mr. Cornley, found himself | by another of the party, who may be called
at the bridge table with a couple whom | Mr. Crosby for short.
he had never met before but whom he had |
been privately warned against, although  @ver lived and would not hurt any one's
they moved freely on the fringe of society. feelings for the world, neither would he
Keeping his aves open, Mr. Cornley | breathe a hint of his misgivings to his
observed the little trick that was played  friends. He got hold of one of tha de-
on one of the amateur sharper's deals. ' tectives already referred to and after
Instead of making any remark or pro-, dining him gave him $1,000 in cash and

of one end, top or bottom, of the pack,
| 80 that he knew that if he drew the fourth
lor fifth card when the pack was spread he
| would get an ace or a deuce.

first deal.

Even if an- |
i other player got a lower card or tied him |
{he was one of the partners that had the

Other little tricks, such as peeping at |

There used to be a little poker party |

Crosby was one of the best fellows that'

some moreot the table. and then he would
get some of his discard in the sticky mix-
ture and call for a new pack.

After repeating this two or three timea

and assuring himself that he was right
about the man who was marking the
cards, which was done with the sharpened
point of a thumb nail hardened with a
| certain chemical, Buskirk started his
| counterplot.
{  The suspected man dealt and npened
!a jackpot, drawing three cards. Buekirk
| gave his friend the sign agreed on to
stay in and raise, nhserving at the same
time that, the dealer did not take the
trotble to look over bis draw before seeing
the firat raise.

After the second raise from Buskirk
and his friend the dealer picked up his
cards and skinned them over, as all
poker players will when they want time
to think a bit. Fis face immediately
changed color and he !ooked sn disoon-
certed that every one at the table re-
marked it. Without saying a word he

threw up his hand and said he would
| pass out. Ly

Buskirk at once demanded to know
! what the pot had been opened on and
turned the dealer's rards face up, revealing
a pair of kings, a deuce and two.treya,
{ At the same time the man who »
| brought Buskirk into the gamse
out Lis part of the programme by holdting
his cards up to the light and remarking
with well feignéd astonishment: =~

“Why, theee cards are marked!”

“Of coursa they are," mjoiw Buskirk,
instantly. “I don't know who marked
| the noss and kings, but I marked all the
deuces and treys.” *

No one acrused any one of doing any-
thing wrong. The expressinn on the face
of the suspected man was quits sufficient
without anything being maid. When he
arose from the fable and excused himself
| for leaving the game so abruptly, never

to return, it dawned upon the others
1 who were not in the secrat that ‘he great

mystery of those lucky drawe had been
solved.

The same exposure comes to many

men .and women who fancy themeelves
| sscure {rom the possibility of detectinn.
| More than one woman who moves in what
is cailed sood society is marked down

|
|
|
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him {mportant, but he found before long | his flag and the flag of his club and the
FITTINGS FOR HIS YAGHT that he bad risen wonderfully in the esti- :;ﬁno:ﬁg Hlm s u‘o: gl:g hm
A mation of others and soon began to gt | "Qiilq"sguln the size of his yaoht. He
letters about his yacht, the writers making | had no galley and no china closets and

NEW OWNER SUDDENLY FINDS
HIMSELF FAMOUS.

Dealers Would Load Hia Beat With En.
Kines, Planos, Anchers, Mono-
grammed Crockery and Sheets,
Lighting Plants—Boat 18 Feot Long!

It was no dream. This man really
owrded a yacht. True, it was a small
boat, but he had always wanted to be a
captain, and in the yachting world an
owner is a captain and entitled to sport
two foul anchors on his cap and two
stripes with trefoil on the sleeves of his
coat. _

8o this man was a captain. He oould

sail out on the deep as far as he dared
in his small boat, could cruise away from
the busy city and forget all its trials
and tribulations while he battled with
sea and wind, and could then anchor
peacefully in some quiet harbor and
sleep in the small cabin lulled by the
musioc of the waves.
He had never imagined, though, how
important a man becomes when he owns
a real yacht. This he discovered after
his name appeared in the Yacht Register:
That book is a record of the yachts
of the United States, and when this new
yachtsman found that he was there and
that he showed equally with Commodore
Arthur Curtiss James, C. Oliver Iselin,
W. Butler Duncan, Jr., George J. Gould,
Eugene Higgins and other owners of
floating palaces he was delighted.

This register recorded that the New

many suggestions.

One morning in his mail the yachtsman
found a letter, well written and addressed
to him personally. It was from the
builder of a marine gasolene motor and
told to what perfection the motor had been
developed. Then it pointed out the ad-
vantages of having a small motor in a
yacht in case it should be becalmed.

The yacht should be made an auxiliary,
the letter said. The motor could easily
be installed under the cookpit floor. It
oould be controlled by the man who was
handling the tiller. The writer asked
that he be allowed to furnish an estimate
of the cost of installing a motor in the
New Moon.

All this sounded very nice, but the
yachtsman had been graduated in the
old school, He was not in favor of the
modern school of yachting, which has no
use for sails. He wished to sail as Com-
modore Stevena did when he owned the
sohooner America and 8o he wrote to the
motor builder thanking him for his sug-

tions so kindly made, but deolined

r the present to install a motor in the

ew Moon.

Not very long after this there was another

letter for the yachtsman, a personal letter

ain, and this time from the manm:
;f a firm that makes player pianos,
letter said that George J. Gould, Eugene
Higgins, Col. Oliver H. Payne, Commo-
dore Elbridge T. Gerry, W. K. Vander-
bilt and fmany others had this icular
piano on their yachts. It had given great
satisiaction, which the writer could prove
by testimonials.

ne
K

no ‘room to have any built, and so re-
luctantly the idea was given up.

A stockless anchor was the next thing
offered, and again the yachtsman was in-
terested. The fine holding gualities of
this anchor were described and it was also
explained that it was easily handled and
easily. stowed away. Later he real
that a twelve pound anchor attached to a
thin rope was all he mt‘l‘xlrod and that a
8 less anchor on the Noew Moon would
put her bow down to the danger point.

Now every one knows that one of the
troubles on a small sailing yacht is caus
by the lamro that have to be used. It'sa
dirty job oleaning these lampe each morn-
ing ‘and getting them read( for use.
lamp is n in the cabin, there must
he & riding light for use when at anchor,
and when under way at night side lights

must be carried.

A suggestion that pleased the yachta-
man came from & firm that wished to equip
the New Moon with an acetylene plant.
Tml.le!:tlur )tolgo how'umunk o,?éxld o é:;
sta n the bow o e yacht or
the cabin floor and lights placed so that
it would be as brilliant as day. As an
extra inducement to use this plant it was
shown that ocooking ocould be done with
the . Pictures of the fixtures were

i%:.d and pictures of heating and
ing stoves.

Another firm sent elaborate piotures
of a vessel that had its lobbies, punFo-
ways, stairways, pilot house and smok :a
roam floored with its tiling and ask
to be allowed to estimate on nttinf the
New Moon. Its advantages, so the letter
said, were many. “Ite non-slippery
features alone would recommend its
use on boats, and the straining of the
decks or vibration will not cause it to

The letter also said that King Edward,
the Czar of Russia, the German Emperor

break or bulge,” the letter said.
Following this came a suggestion from

o
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Moon. a keel sloop, was built of wood.
Her dimensions were given as 28 feet
4 inches over all length, 18 feet 8 inches
on the water line, 6 feet 6 inches beam

nd 4 feet 10 inches draught, and then
% in.ope column the namex ot the.
deuiftier ‘and the builder, in. &tiother

the name of the owner, and theh:came
the home port and a colursin for the clubs
to which the owner belonged.’

All this seemed very finé to the owner, |
and he paid $6 for a copy of the register ]
that he might see the record and also |
study the names of those who were in |
his company in the book.

Now a yacht 18 feet long on the water
fine does not have much room This par- i
ticular craft was built for racing and so
has been made rather small. Still the
New Moon had a cabin. The rules under |
which she was built required this. {

The cabin was 6 feet 8 inches long, 2 feet |
8 inches high and had two transoms or
seats which were twenty inches wide, and 1
between these two transoms was a space |
about 18 inches wide, which made the
total area of the floor ® square feet. By |
doubling up you could get into this cabin |
if not too tall, but care had to be taken

Even when

80! illustrated catalogues and had
! the liberty of sending a repre-
i go call on the yachtsman witha |

10 of the player kind | ri

-

and other royalties were cularly
pleased with their pianos which did so
much to make life on board their yachts
pleasant. The writer said that under
separate cover he had sent one of his hand-

yiew tb having a
installed :on New Moon.

This #ét the yachtsmaen wondering.
At first he wondered if the yatht he had
seen New Moon was really the
New Moon he. was the owner of. He
refused to believe that piano and engine !
builders would make the mistake of |
wanting to equip so small a yacht. !

Then having assured himself that he
really owned the 18 footer he wondered
if it were not possible to have a piano
on board, but by no stretch of imagination
could he figure that a piano could be
got into his small cabin and even if it
ocould be placed there it was doubtful |
if thancht would still keep afloat. So |
he had to tell the agent who called that |
he was not in the market for a plano.

Another letter was received. This time
it was from a firm which makes anpecialtiy |
of china and ﬁlaas for yachts. This
letter, again addressed personally, said: |
“Recently we sent you a booklet, ‘An
Open BSecret,' describing our special
facilities for equipping yachts with china,
glass and silver table services. We wish |
again to direct your attention to the fact |

e S e gl
i ope y a storage ttery.
',magino standing at the wheel of
our boat,” said the letter, “hold-
ing her with your right hand and havin
in your left a searchlight vhiog
you can point in any direction. If your
ear tells you that things are not l(oln.

ght at the motor you can, without odntg
oontrol of the boat, flood the ne wi
light. If you want to signal to the shore
or to another boat take this lamp and
use it with the regulation code wigwag
signals.”

Another firm wanted to submit bids
for interior ﬂmm for the yacht. It
told of the handsome wood panelling
that could be used and submitted a cat-
alogue. Still another wished to equip
the yacht with handsome hangings and
upholsterings and another wan to fur-

nigh the table and bed linen, all of which | h

would bear the flag of the owner or his
monogram.

Then came letters from spar makers,
riggers, sail makers, int and varnish
men. Others wan to supply the
yacht with the liquid refreshment the
owner would need for himself and for the
entertainment of his friends.

Now this yacht, the New Moon sails
in a class which according to the rules
must be handled dwﬁether by amateurs,
no professionals being allowed. One
of the last letters received began by say -

KEEPING THE NATION'S Ty

WONDERFUL GIOKKS AT TRHE
WASHINGTON OBSERVATORY,

How the Signal Marking Noon Is Flasheq
Over 900,000 Miles of Wires ang
Cables—Sent by Wireless Also Nows.
days — Dellcate Instruments ({'seq,

WASHINGTON, May 29.—A few minutes
before 12 o'clock noon every day in the
year a young man walks into a certaip
room of the main bullding at the Ngea|
Observatory, which is set up on a hy|
in the northwestern part of the Distriot
of Columbia. He glances at the varioys
olocks in the room and then goea over
to a table which is covered with electrig
apparatus.

He watches the clocks to his left closely
and waits for the hands to reach five
minutes of 12. As the second hand ap-
proaches the 60 on the dial he prepares
to shift a switch. The clock is so finely
adjusted that when the second hand
points to 60 it exactly marks the begin.
ning of a new minute.

As it touches the 60 the switches are
thrown on, That starts a signal that
goes out instantaneously over 900,008
miles of telegraph lines. In Washingroy,
New York, Buffalo, Cleveland, Newport,
Baltimore, Newport News, Norfolk, 8a.
vannah, New ‘Orleans, Key West, Gal.
veston, Chicago and eisewhere the time
balls go up on their poles. People know
that it is five minutes before noon Wash.
ington time. '

The cloock which keeps the time in the
observatory ticks on. With each tick there
is & contact of eleotric points. A acirouit
is closed and an instrument on the table
similar in appearance to a telegraph
sounder tiocks away loudly.

It goes on to the twenty-rinth seocond,
then skips one tick, then resumes its
steady until the last five seconds,
then there is another gap. Thesee gaps
are for the purpose of giving listeners at
other ends of the great system of wires
a chanoce to know what part of the minute
the clock is op. Bo it goes up to the last
minute.

At the twenty-ninth second there is
again the skipping of one second. Finally
the clook gets around to the fiftieth sec-
ond. Then the circuit remains open
for ten seconds. There is silence all
along the telegraph wires.

At the other ends, where there are time
balls or merely train operators, the long
pause indicates that noon is almost there.
The second hand makee on toward sixty,
and finally reaches the mark. Then thers
is another click, in about a second the
sounder is down and that tells hundreds
of thousands of people that it is noon in
Washington, that the Naval Observatory
says 8o, and the Naval Observatory is
now one of the best time keeping inati-
tutions in the United States.

It is a wonderful operation, this getting
the time, and highly technical. Finely
adjusted clocks, chronographs and other
instruments of great value are used,
and the taking and recording of the time
has reached a point where the human

uation is practically eliminated.
°ql'hta results obtained are of ’lim“ value,
partioularly to mariners, e time is
not only flashed to hundreds of points
in the {'nim States but it is sent far
out to sea by wireless. A cable carriee
the flash to Havana, another sends it
down to Panama and Callao, Peru.

The observatory here does not send
the time much further west than the
Roockies, but they have an observatory
at the Mare Island Navy Yard, and from
there the time is sent up and down the
Pacific coast, just as it is from here to
the Eastern of the United States. .In
the cities where the central time is used

{,ho flash marks é‘ o'c{%ckhh l"r later
ocal rators droj 8 L) :
Thoosxeun time l-pd el by astro-

nomiocal observations. When certain stars
the 75th meridian, called the merid-
w.of Washington, it is a certain time.
The operator watches for the stars
through a telescope, the fleld of which
is covered with fine wires. .
: As th? -}t;un o a Oertllnkpoil_’u
n transit the operator presses a key in
his hand. A contact is made and recorded
on a chrono, h. The chronograph con-
sists of a cylinder covered with paper.
fountain pen rests on the paper. It is
el an arm attached to the mechan-
ism. The cylinder revolves once a min-
ute and the pen moves along the surface
of the paper, making a spiral line. )
A sidereal cloock of the finest make is
running in a_ vault underneath the ob-
servatory. With each tick of the clock
there is a contact of two points, These
two points are attached to wires that lead
|to an electromagnet attached to thearm
i that holds the pen of the chronograph.
i Tg:e oloc}t is 80 sdjtut:id d:h“c each minu!to
the pen jumps to one side. Consequently
| there is a break in the line.
There are other breaks, too, when the

test he put forth his hand under the table | asked him to sit in this poker game and | for her turn when the time comesand the
very gently and tickled the card sharper play along, keeping his'eyes open at the | thing can be done quietly and grace- observer watches the stars cross the lines

in moving about in the cabin. { that our broa exrr{enoe in this par- [ing: “In the matter of uniforms for the
d in the field of the telescope. The mean

sitting on & transom your head waa very | ticular class of work is at your disposal. | crew of your yacht, if you have not been

on the knee. | samme time. ]

In answer to the look of astonishment| What happened is not known, although
and reproof which he received Mr. Corn- there are several accounts of the out-
ley smiled sweetly and looked his man come going the rounds, hpt Crosby never
squarely in the eve. When the rubber' played in that game again. and although
was finished Mr. Cornley regretted ex-| he absolutely refused to give any reason

{ fully without any talk ur scandal., The
| gossin will follow of course, but that is
|all. Suits for damage ure strictly for-
| bidden. Society is ita own judge and jury
lin such matters and there is no appeal

; fron.'the verdict.

tremely that his adversaries found it |
necessary to go home 8o early, but his !
amile had lost none of its sweetness. ‘
A certain nostess in New York was
quietly informed that one of her guests :
was in'the habit of dealing in a peculiar! for 37 Cents. Sold for 838.
way. Seating herself at the same table| LoNDON, May 19.—With the cutting
with the suspected woman, the hostess | through of new streets many ancient
watched her closely when she dealt, | houses have been torn down in London.
and then this brief colloquy ensued: Some of them were once stately resi-
“Didn't you drop a card, my dear?” | dences and boasted bits of fine old brass,
asked the hostess. | valuable woodwork and door knockers
“Why, no. 1 think not,” looking on the | 8o elaborately carved and wrought as to
floor; | be things of beauty in themselves. In
“Then perhaps you took a card that did | the hurry of getting rid of these old houses
not belong to you?” with a amile of ravish- | some wonderful pieces of age colored
DR sWeetness. i wood and articles of brass and china have
“Why,no. How could 1?" ! been picked up by those on the watch for
“Then the deal is perfectly regular. is | almost nothing.
{t?” and the hostess smiled again while the Among other things several Rocking-
dealér turned crimson. She probably | ham china door knobs, the pride of gen-
wens home not quite sure what those |erations past, have fairly been given
questions really meant; but a guilty con- away and the very beautiful knob shown
science can safely be left to work out its | in the picture was purchased by an enter-

{ ROCKINGHAM DOOR KNOB.

Bought by a Lucky American in London

1

prising American who was watching the
diesmantling and destruction of one of
these houses. Thirty-seven ocents was
what the bystander paid for this door
knob, as fine a specimen of Rockingham
as you could see

Naturally the American was proud of
her bargain and meant to keep it. She
washed it carefully and put it in the place
of honor in her room and wrote long
letters about it to America. .

Life in London s expensive for
students and one day the American
heard of a rich woman who wanted just
that kind of Rockingham door knob to
muatch a set for a drawing room, so she
succumbed and sold her treasure for
$25. Now it is being used again in a heau-
tiful drawing room furnished as nearly
as possible in the styls which was followed
when ‘the Rockingham door knobs were
first in vogue.

|

getfulness might cause some soreness.

The owner looked with pride at the I
yacht and frequently visited the yard
where it was Jaid up to see that no harm }
came to it.
overhauled and painted white and looked |
forward to the season.

As has been said, he had never dreamed |
that the ownership of a yacht would make l

close to the deck beams and a little for- | We believe that we are in a better posi- | satisfied
| tion than any other house in America to | to furnish estimates,” &c

meet your requirements.”

The letter then told of table service
which bore monograms, crests, signals
or colors and asked that the firm be al-

any cost or obligation to the yachtsman
and submit it feeling sure that the prices |
quoted would compel his interest.

Now this was something like. To have
his own china and glass decorated with |

in the past we would be glad

The yachtsman has been doing lots
of thinking. He has come to the con-
clusion that American business men are
hustlers but that they would save them-

He planned to have the yacht | lowed to execute a sample piece without  selves time and money and owners of

yachta like his own lots of trouble if th
would look a little further than the mt:x{

{in the yacht register and find out if the

owner addressed really has a vessel -
ble of carrying what they sell. PR

WHAT REALLY HAFPPENED.

Man Whe'd Been Out the Night Before
Turns on His Anneyers.

This man, who rarely permits himself
to become even slightly numbed by the
fumes of highballs and such like, was
tempted and fell one night last week.

On the following morning when 'he
started for the office he possessed a sort
of sheepish feeling. He dreaded to meet
his friends, apprehending that they would
tell him many things.

His apprehension was correct. -

They did tell him many things.

*Oho!” gloated the first of the bunch |

own gounclusions. !
A CABE AT A CLUB.

The manner in which those who makel

a bysiness of detecting amateur card | =

sharpers proceed with their investigations |
is sfinple. The secret of their success |
depends of course upon the faot that
none but those who employ them suspects
their business. !

A case which occurred in New York some |
years ago will illustrate the method

The committee of a certain club in which | =

whist, skat and hearts were very popu-

lar games heard certain rumors about |

one of tha members who was particu-

larly Jucky in finding wenzels in the skat

when he dealt in a three hand game, and
arxays held the deuce, trey and four when
he was playing hearts,

This man was apparently above suspi-
cion, being connected with one of the big |
aplleges and belonging to several good |

eftbs. He may be called Dr. Fox.

A member of the committeeinvited a Mr. | -

Buskirk to dine at the club and after din-
ner took him into the card room to play.
Nothing was said to Mr, Buskirk as to
which man was under suspicion. He was
not even told whether the man wus in the
card room at the time,

All he was asked to do was to tell the

N

he met, “‘but I s'pose maybe you woron’t:
there with one of those riotous things or |
anything last night when Iout your trail! ]
Oho! T reckon maybe not!" [
The viotim had nothing to say. ‘“ut|
could he say? All he could do was to
shrivel and wait for the next.
Bawled the next as soon as the self-
reproachful victim met him: ’
*Well, well, gld half-hose; where did
you annex that twenty-four karat thing
that you were lugging around last night,
hey? BSay, it was a sky blue gem, with
sixty-four facets, and the light it made
almost blinded everybody on the Big Alley.
Tush, tush—how darest behave so?"
The withered man could only turn his
face away and silently repent of his sin,
His anguish was too keen for expression.
Since he had to go about his businass
there was no dodging theothers. ihe next
he ran into had thia to ungoil:
“Why, you old son of a whaler; how
did you manage to plok up that deck load
that I saw you vzigzagging around with
last night, huh? Such doin'ses!"
Losing weight at every step, the man
plodded along, ineffectually striving to
dodge 'em but never suocoeeding. The
next plustered this on him:

“Sad stuff, old hawss! Sad indeed! You
ought to flag it. When I ran into you
you were husling oobblestones at arc

{ of Roosevelt Hospital! What! D'ye mean
lights and all the time you were moaning | that?

pitifully for human blood and a hull lot
of it. Durned sad, I call it. Better get
off the stuff!™

So it went, It was one of the meanest
days in the man's experience. They all
told him about it with embellishments,
all different.

However, along toward the windup|
of the afternoon the man began to ourl|
up under the goading of the blabbers. |
That is to say, their stuff began to irk|
him. *“The next one of 'em that tl’iel!
to put that stuff over on me.” he said!

| to himself, and his jaw hardened and u |
| baleful light came into his eyes.

The next wasn't long
up. He hailed the victim at
ble distance with a gloaty expression |
on his chart, and he began this way:

“Well. you blossomy old Navajo, what'
got into you to hop the reservation and
lap up all that pulque juice and—-—"

He didn’t get any further.

The victim took right a-hold of h
lapel, draggea him over to a shad
way and spake unto him as follows: .

“Oh, just for fun; just for fun. Be- |
cause I likait. Ihada great timeat that. |
Gnl:ot:.t. time ovo;-. : ; |

“Let's see—was it nine or eleven eight |
foot cops that I beat to death? Oh, y'uh;f
now | remember—it was eleven.
sides these eleven oor I crushed the!
skulls of fourteen taxi chauffeurs, mur-
dered four barkeeps and wantonly broke
the arms of eighteen listle children that
I met up with while they were on their

the grocery for bread.

in showing
a considera- |

y door- |

wn_*to
here's no use in talkin

| that up a

|

- 10
is coat | poi

|
|exercise, like tossing the medicine ball.
Of course the hospital presents rather a
| dilapidated and knocked over appear-
ance to-day, but I can't bother my head
i abolut suc‘ntoonside?‘tioln;.

“I'm a sorry that icked th
loﬂ the Worth statue, but they o::”d
n. So too, kind o’, that I
set fire to the City Hall, but the durned old
plant sort of annoyed me and they can put
ur a new building, anyhow. sorne
blaze, didn’t she? I understand they had
a job to save the Broadway buifdings
across the way, and the Fire Be ment
mlj:)thh:ve ha J,o ;:ork like the dickena.

., Yes, and of course you re

how I went through the Oli Men":nlabr:
and banged the heads of the poor old
men together and threw thirty or forty
of 'em out of the window, and all like

| that” That.was a mild form of entertain-

ment, of course, but I was sort o

« wi'ilghn I ‘_‘“g uut‘blnd—~ » fag
e joker who enjoyed telling =o

headed men all about ‘it on the ne‘xt d.r;

had been gradually backing off, and when

the man who had been a littls foolish

n the previous evening reached this

nt the joker emitted a Jow smothered
squeak of alarm and fled.

Then the man who had been a little in-
cautious on the previous evening took
up his trudge, thinking out new stuff to
pull on the next fellow who started so
pull things on him.

Willed $100 to a Clock.

From the Columhus Dispatch.

An old will in the records of the Probate
Court provides for the settlement of $100
in trust for the purpose of keeping a clock
in order

: 1 had not| ‘The will aays: *M
g:: l:gl‘lvb'.lgn """?.'.'.l;‘é' ‘f‘un.. l olremom- ! n‘m clock rl::n‘l wn_’r: ﬁ:"ldc'ﬁﬁ .:nfi.lv;\.“.":
o'cloc [ always valued it.
g wi 18150 b (Eoed “Jwrerore 1 desire that

the automobile from in front of the Hotel
Astor and drove it right through the
Metropolitan Museum of Art? I‘ uess |
maybe that waan't sport or anyt ing!
I am sorry, of course, that the Metro-
pelitan Museum of Art is in ruins, but I
can't stop to think of these trifling things
when | am out for a little whiz.
;n.yl r‘n‘m thotugfh. thn:hl dlgn't' extract
oyment from at business of
tossing r bottles through the windows

to say you weren't with me when I did

t was not only fun - it was great

the income from it
used to keep the clock in repair. Tomy son
| direct that he k

to o Chet, eep the clock and attend

Ple Eating Snake in Ohle.
Findlay correspondence (Columbuas Deapatch,
On entering the pantry of Mrs. Louis
Longbrake in Jackson township Saturday
Mrs, George Young was horrified to see a

anake eating a pie that had just been set

there to cool. Her screams
:a.;.asn Yther:;.?t;}“r and m.i‘iﬁuﬁ’?ﬁ‘i
. 1ok ue racer and measured

time thus recorded for each star after
being corrected for errors, is the clock
time of the star's transit. Whatever
difference there is between this clock
time and the sidereal time marked by the
transit of the stars is the error of the clock.
From these astronomical observations
the sidereal time is obtained. The error
amounts to but little, rarely being more
than from five one-hundredths to ten one-
hundredths of a second.

The sidereal clocks are wonderful
{)iooe- of work. They were made in Ber-
in by a man named Riefler. There are
two of the clocks in the observatory
building here, and a_ third Riefler clock
is in the room from which the time is sent
out to the world.

The sidereal clocks in the observatory
are beneath the ground, in the basement

fix |of the building. The room which con-

tains them is small. There are three walls
su rroundinﬁit. with spaces between them.
The effort is made to keep the tempera-
ture within the room always the same.
For this purpose there is a thermosta
80 delicately made that the increase in
heat cau by the Eremoo of a human
being in the room, if only for a minute,
will indicated, ;

The clocks are in large glass cylinders.
four or five feet high and hermetically
sealed. The cylinders are fastened to
stone pillars which reach down into the

und and do not touch any part of the

ooring. Thus there is no chance of vi-
brations affecting the clock except from
earthquakes, and such happenifgs are
beyond the control of the scientists,

The clock winds itself every thirty
seconds by means of a small weight. ‘The
fall of the weizht moves the clock.
the weight

When

redches a certain point a small
eloctromagnet becomes operative, and
the weight is picked up, to start on its

downw':)nli‘ ooutrt:e sgaln, ving enougd
power eep the ¢! ng.
There uroptwo oloch‘owlﬁoh may be

used in automatically sending out the time,
8o if one should break down the other
would be ready for the emergency. These
clocks are made acourate by comparison
with the sidereal clocks.

The time of sending a flash over the
wires is practically nothing. A flash bas
reached Greenwich, England, in three-
tenths of a second.

English Fish in Australian Waters.

From the British Auatralasfa®.
Gireat success has attended the work of
| Lional 1.8 Bauf, who some two and A

half years ago placed a number of English
‘\Orch tench nrg (-nﬂp {n western Australian
ukes hetween Perth and Yanchep. 4
Where the waters had receded a oour!o of
two pound "oldon carp were recently found
Iving in & furrow, and the billabongs and
’ creeks leadin
lakes themselves, are sal

into the lakes, as well as (he

d to be simply
swarming with fish. Dr, Haynes a !Anvﬁ
owner {n the vicinity,says they are sothicx
'R" it is aasier to shoot them than to carch
them with a rod and line, He has seenaon®
weighing as much as ten pounds,




